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CHAPTER I
PURPOSE AND PARAMETERS OF THE STUDY
The following study is basically an inquiry into the con­
cept of political socialization. The concept of political 
socialization covers a broad area of political phenomena, and 
is generally recognized as the means through which an individual 
develops political attitudes, values, and beliefs."^
An important element of the concept of political sociali­
zation is the "agents” of political socialization. Agents of 
political socialization may be any group or organization that
intentionally attempts to politically socialize an individual,
2or who by their very nature and presence "indirectly" or
3"unintentionally" contributes to the political socialization
^Some works that deal with the concept of political so­
cialization are: Richard Dawson and Kenneth Prewitt, Political 
Socialization (Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1969); Kenneth 
Lang ton. Political Sociali zation (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1969); Fred I. Greenstein, Children and Politics (New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 1967); Herbert Hyman, Poll.tical 
Socialization: A Study in the Psychology of Human Behavior 
(New York: The Free Press, .1959) ; David Easton and Jack Dennis, 
Children- in the Political System: Origins of Political Legiti­
macy (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1969); Robert D. Hess 
and Judith V. Torney, The 'Development of Political Attitudes 
in Children (Chicago: Aldine Publishing Co., 1967).
^See Dawson. a.nd Prewitt, Pol it ical Soclalizatiop., p . 63.
‘’'"Ibid. , p. 99.
1
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of an individual.
One of the most effective agents of political socializa­
tion is the family.** This social unit plays a responsible 
role in the development of political values and beliefs in 
the offspring.
>
The purpose of the present study was to investigate and 
assess the role performed by the family as an agent of polit­
ical socialization. This investigation involved an inquiry 
into the type of home environment provided by the family, and 
consequently how the family environment contributes to the 
functioning of the family as an agent of political socializa­
tion.
The measurement of the effectiveness of the family as an 
agent is based on an examination of the effect that the polit­
ical socialization which occurs in the home environment has on
6the development of political efficacy within the offspring.
Some works which discuss the agents of political social­
ization are: Herbert Hirsch, Poverty and Politicization (New 
York: The Free Press, 1971), pp. 6-8; Dawson and Prewitt,
Political Socialization, pp. 105-181.
5For a discussion on the family as an agent of political 
socialization, see: Dawson and Prewitt, Political Socializa­
tion, pp. 105-126.
Some works dealing with the concept of political efficacy 
are: Angus Campbell, The Voter Decides (Evanston, Illinois: Row, 
Peterson, 1954), pp. 187-191; David Easton and Jack Dennis,
"The Child's Acquisition of Regime Norms: Political Efficacy," 
The American Political Science Review, Vol. LXI, No. I (March,
1967), pp. 25-38; Joan Huber, "Income, Race, and the Ideology
of Political Efficacy," Journal of Politics, Vol. XXXIII 
(1971), pp. 659-688.
3-
The central hypothesis of the study states that there exists 
a positive association between the sense of political efficacy 
developed within the individual, and the level of political 
socialization to which the individual is exposed in the family. 
This hypothesis is operationalized by relating the amount of 
family political socialization, or civic communication, that 
occurs in the home, with the level of political efficacy that 
is developed in the offspring.
In an attempt to test the vigor of the family as an agent 
of political socialization the association between the vari­
ables of family political socialization and political efficacy 
were examined under different socio-economic conditions. It 
was hypothesized"in the study that there exists a positive 
relationship between the socio-economic status of the family, 
and the effectiveness of the family as an agent of political 
socialization. This hypothesis is operationalized by measur­
ing the relationship between the amount of political social­
ization that occurs in the homes of the different socio­
economic groups with the level of political efficacy developed 
by the offspring. This operation was intended to measure the 
amount of influence of family political socialization among 
the different socio-economic groups.
The final hypothesis of the study may be interpreted as 
a summary hypothesis of the preceding two. This hypothesis 
recalls the major theme of the study in that it further tests 
the potency of the family, as an agent, and also specifically
4
reviews the role of the family in developing politically effi­
cacious sentiments in the offspring. The final hypothesis 
states that the family as an agent of political socialization 
proves to have a positive effect in developing within the in­
dividual a sense of political efficacy. The validity of this 
hypothesis rests on a general interpretation of the influence 
generated by the family.
In addition to socio-economic differences, the study also 
employed the demographic distinctions of sex, age, and educa­
tional attainment of the respondents. This was performed in 
order to measure the politically efficacious sentiments pos­
sessed by the different respondents, and also to provide a 
further means by which the family’s influence as an agent may 
be determined.
Thus the present study tested the potency of the family 
as an agent of political socialization. This is operational­
ized by investigating the amount of political socialization 
that occurred in the home environment, and the effect this 
political socialization had in the development of politically 
efficacious sentiments in the offspring. Also, to test the 
family*s role as an agent under different circumstances, the 
concepts of socio-economic status and the demographic differ­
ences of sex, age, and educational attainment of the respon­
dents were incorporated into the research.
5
The Research Design
The Setting o£ the Study
The present study was conducted in the urban setting of 
Missoula, Montana in March of 1972. Missoula is considered 
to be one of the more progressive mountain areas in western 
Montana.
The time during ivhich the present study was conducted 
may be. considered as being rather unique not only for individ­
uals residing in Missoula, but for all Montanans. During the 
time of the survey, the citizens of Montana, for the first 
time since 1889, were in the process of rewriting their state 
constitution. The time period slightly preceding the survey 
was one during which citizens were competing to be elected as 
delegates to participate in the constitutional activity talcing 
place in the state capitol of Helena.
This period was a time during which political activity 
and political interest was particularly high at the state 
level. This period of revamping the state constitution may 
also be viewed as a unique time due to the fact that this con­
stitutional activity was occurring during the absence of any 
major national campaign activity, thus making the political 
activity occurring at this time generally ’’home-based1’ oriented.
The Population
The population used in the survey consisted of 654 Uni­
versity of Montana and Hellgate High School students. None of
6
the prescribed sampling procedures were performed to obtain the 
population used in the survey. Rather, the respondents who 
participated in the study were those individuals who happened 
to be attending their required classes at the time the ques­
tionnaires were handed out.
The Questionnaire
The instrument used to gather the data was a paper and 
pencil questionnaire. It consisted of two main indexes, one 
entitled the Index of Political Efficacy; the other was re­
ferred to as the Index of Political Socialization. Each index 
contained five items with each item containing six responses.
The responses were assigned values ranging from six (6) to
7one (1), thus comprising an ordinal scale. There was no
response that was considered to be neutral or assigned a zero
value. The political efficacy and political socialization
scores assigned to the individual were a result of adding the
values of the five items of each index. Thus, the respondent
received two scores, one score being a political socialization
score, the other score being a political efficacy score.
The technique used in these two indexes is an adaption
8of the "Likert-type summated rating scale.” This technique 
was chosen because it measures ” , . . the Intensity of attitude
7For a discussion of ordinal measurement see Fred Ker- 
linger, Foundations of Behavioral Research (New York: Holt, 
Rinehart and Winston, Inc., 1966), pp. 419-428.
8Ibid., p. 484.
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expression,”  ̂ and because this procedure can be utilized to 
measure the level of political socialization to which the 
individual is exposed.
The instrument also elicited demographic information con­
cerning the respondent’s age, sex, and educational attainment.
In an attempt to determine the socio-economic background of 
the respondents and their families, the respondents were asked 
to supply information concerning the occupation of-the head of 
the household, the annual income of the head of the household, 
and the highest educational level attained by the parent with 
the most formal education. This eliciting of information con­
cerning occupation, income, and education was intended to mea­
sure the association these components of socio-economic status 
may have had with the variables of family political socializa­
tion and political efficacy.
The instrument used in the survey consisted essentially of 
sixteen separate items. Questionnaire items numbered 1, 5, 6 ,
8 and 9 were combined to form.an Index of Political Socializa­
tion. The purpose of this index was to measure the amount of 
political socialization transmitted in the family environment. 
For the purposes of this study the concept of political social­
ization is defined as the amount of civic communication that 
the individual perceives as being initiated by his (her) parents 
measured by the Index of Political Socialization.
9 Ibid.
8
Items 1 and 6 of the Index of Political Socialization are
derived from a scale used by Kenneth Langton and David Karns
to measure the amount of political communication that existed
10among Caribbean families.
The Index of Political Efficacy consists of items 2, 3,
4, 7 and 10. The Index of Political Efficacy was designed to
measure the feelings of political efficacy possessed by the
respondents. Item number 2 was derived from a scale developed
by Angus Campbell to measure the phenomenon of political ef- 
11ficacy. Items numbered 7 and 3 were taken from scales de-
12veloped by Herbert Hirsch.
Items 14, 15 and 16, were combined to give some estimation
of the respondents’ socio-economic status. Item 14, intended
to determine the occupational status of the respondents’parents,
13was an "open-ended" question in which the respondents were 
asked to write in the head of the household's occupation. The 
results of this question were then assigned occupational cate­
gories. The occupational categories used to determine the
occupational status of the head of the household were those
14developed by Alba Edwards for the U. S. Census Bureau.
^Kenneth Langton and David Karns, "The Relative Influence
of the Family, Peer Group, and School in the Development of
Political Efficacy," The Western Political Quarterly. Vol. XXII, 
No. 4 (December, 1969), p. 814.
^Campbell, The Voter Decides, p. 18 7.
^Hirsch, Poverty and Politicization, p. 176.
■^Kerlinger, Foundations of Behavioral Research, p. 4 71.
^Richard Hall, Occupations and Social Class (Englewood 
Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1969), p. 216.
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Of the remaining three items, item 11 elicited the respon­
dent’s own exposure to formal education, while items 12 and 13 
elicited the respondent’s sex and age.
The Variables
The stud/ utilized twelve variables and twenty-eight 
tables. The variables that comprise the study are labeled: 
political socialization; political efficacy; sex; age; edu­
cational attainment of the respondent; age of the respondent; 
occupation of the head of the household; income of the head 
of the household; and the educational attainment of the parent 
with the most formal education. Four of the five items com­
prising the Indexes of Political Socialization were also ana­
lyzed individually, and when this occurred each item was as­
signed the status of a variable.
Statistical Considerations
The survey data was analyzed through tv/o non-parametric
3 5statistical procedures. ' These procedures are the Gamma
Measure of Association,^ and the Chi-Square Measure of Sta-
17tistical Significance. The Gamma Measure of Association
l^For a discussion of non-parametric statistics, see 
Kerlinger, Foundations of Behavioral Research, p. 25 7.
See Dean Champion, Basic Statistics for Social Re­
search (Scranton, Pa.: Chandler Publishing Co., 1970), p. 219.
17This measurement is discussed in Kerlinger, Foundations 
of Behavioral Research, pp. 150-153.
10
was chosen because the variables used in the study were derived
from ordinal scales. This measure has been noted to function
as a useful tool indicating the ". . . association between . .
18. ordinal-level variables.1'
The Chi-Square Measure of Statistical Significance was
19chosen to test the null-hypotheses. This measure was chosen
as a test of statistical significance because the data for the
population was collected through a sampling procedure that did
not follow the guidelines of the Random Sampling Method. In
cases such as this, Chi-Square is noted as being an effective
test of significance.
Also, the Chi-Square test of significance is an effective
tool in determining significance when operating with variables
20which are the result of ordinal level scales.
^^ Champ ion, Basic Statistics for Social Research, p . 219. 
19The concept of the null-hypothesis . is discussed in Ker- 
1inger, Foundations of Behavioral Research, pp. 173-175.
70See Kerlinger, Foundations of Behavioral Research, 
p. 260; and Champion, Basic Statistics 'for Social Research, 
p . 131.
CHAPTER II
DESCRIPTION OF THE POPULATION
The study employed five tables to examine the demographic 
characteristics of the population. In each table the variable 
of sex was considered to function as an independent variable 
while the variables designated as "age of the respondent," 
"educational attainment of the respondent," "highest educa­
tional attainment of the parent with the most formal education," 
"occupation of the head of the household," and "income of the 
head of the household" functioned as dependent variables.:
The distribution of male respondents to female respondents 
was relatively equal. Of the 654 respondents who participated 
in the survey, 352 were male while 302 were female.
In an examination of the age distribution of the popula­
tion, Table 1, it was discovered that 21.6 percent of the male 
population indicated that they were twenty-one years old or 
over, while a comparative 12.9 percent of the female population 
indicated that they fell into this age group. Analysis of the 
eighteen-and nineteen-year-old group revealed that 41.5 percent 
of the males indicated that they fell into this group, while 
27.4 percent of the females were included in this age category. 
Of the male population, 36.9 percent indicated that they were 
seventeen years old or younger while 49.7 percent of the females
11
TABLE 1
SEX OF RESPONDENT BY AGE
S E X
Age of.Respondent M A L E  F E M A L E  T O T A L
N 4 N 4 . N 4
20 or over 76 21.6 39 12.9 115 17.6
18 and 19 146 41.5 113 37.4 259 39.6
17 and under 130 36.9 150 49.7 280 42.8
TOTAL 352 100.0 302 100.0 654 100.0
(53.8) (46.2) (100.0)
INI
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were included in this group.
In viewing the age distribution of the sex categories, in 
broad terms, 63.1 percent of the males indicated that they were 
eighteen years old or older while slightly more than half of 
the female population, 50,3 percent, were able to make such a 
claim. Thus, the male population may be considered as being 
slightly older than the female population.
In examining the educational attainment of the population, 
as shown in Table 2, it was discovered that 48.6 percent of the 
male population compared to 32.9 percent of the female popula­
tion had attained college status. Of the remaining segment of 
the male and female population, 51.4 percent of the males were 
high school students while 67.2 percent of the females were 
high school students;
The socio-economic status of the respondents was derived 
from reported information concerning the income, education, and 
occupation of the head of the household. The combined informa­
tion concerning these three variables was used as a gauge to 
determine the overall socio-economic background of the respon­
dent. The data in Table 3 indicated that over one-half of the 
male and female sectors of the population came from households 
where the income was reported to be equal to or in excess of 
$10,000 annually.
Turning to Table .4, the data revealed that over one-half 
of the males and females report that they came from homes in 
which the occupational status of the head of the household was
T A B L E  2
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF THE RESPONDENT BY SEX
Educational. 
Attainment c£ 
the Respondent
M A 
N
S E
L E 
%
X
F E M 
N
A L E
%
T 0 
N
T A L
0, '0
College 
Seniors e Juniors 31 8.8 22 7.3 53 8.1
College
Sophomores 34 9.7 22 7.3 56 ■ 8.6
College
Freshmen 106 30.1 55 18.3 161 24.7
High School 
Seniors 76 21.6 101 33.6 177 27.1
High School 
Juniors and 
Sophomores 105 29.8 101 33.6 2 06 31.5
TOTAL 352 100.0 301 100.1 653 100.0
(53.9) (46.1) (100.0)
T A B L E  3
INCOME OF THE HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD AS 
RELATED TO SEX OF THE RESPONDENT
Income o£ the 
Head of the 
Household
M A L E  
N %
' X
F E M A L E  
N %
T O T A L  
N .%
§10.000 or more 186 58.1 133 53.6 319 56.2
C/1
Less than $10,00 0 134 41.9 115 46.4 249 43.8
TOTAL 520 100.0
C56.3)
248 100.0
(43.7)
568 100.0
(100.0)
Percents by column X2=l.l47 Df=l level of sig.-N.S. Gamma 0.091
TABLE 4
OCCUPATION OF THE HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD AS 
RELATED TO SEX OF THE RESPONDENT
Occupation of 
Head of the 
Household
S E x
M A 
N
L E 
%
F E M 
N
A L E
%
T O T
N
A L 
■ %
Professional 67 22.1 46 17.2 113 19.8
Managerial9 
Proprietors, 
Officials
64 21.1 56 20.9 120 21.0
Clerks and 
Kindred Workers 52 17.2 41 15.3 93 ■ 16.3
Skilled Workers 
and Foreman 72 23.8 68 25.4 140 24.5
Semi-Skilled and 
Unskilled 48 15.8- 57 21.3 105 18 .4
TOTAL 303 100.0 268 100.1 571 100. 0
(53.1) (.46.9) (100.0)
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considered to be that of "white collar" distinction. In
isexamining the occupational category that was considered to • 
be "blue collar," the data indicated that 39.6 percent of the 
male sector reported that they came from a "blue collar" back­
ground while 46,7 percent of the female sector were able to 
make such a claim.
Thus, the two sectors were analyzed as coming from homes 
in which the occupational status of the head of the household 
was comparatively equal.
The final item used to determine the socio-economic status 
of. the individual was that which measured the educational 
attainment of the respondents parents. The data in Table 5 
indicated that both the male and female sectors of the popula­
tion came from relatively equally-educated parental backgrounds. 
Of the male population, 20.6 percent indicated that at least one 
parent had received post-graduate or professional training, 
while 18.5 percent of the female population made such a claim. 
Approximately one-third of both the males and females (36.8 per­
cent male and 35.6 percent female) were analyzed as coming from 
parental backgrounds in which at least one parent had received 
a college degree or at least attended college, xvhile 42.6 per­
cent of the males and 45.9 percent of the females came from 
familial environments in which the formal educational attain­
ment of at least one parent was a high school degree or less.
Therefore, judging on an overall basis the data indicated 
that the male portion of the poxmlation was older than the
T A B L E  5
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF THE PARENT AS 
RELATED TO THE SEX OF THE RESPONDENT
Highest Educational 
Attainment of the 
Parent with the Most 
Formal Education
M A L E  
N ^
X
F E M A L E  
N %
T O T A L  
N %
Post Graduate 
or
Professional 
Training .
Some College or 
College Degree
70 20.6
125 36.8
54 18.5
104 35.6
24
229
19.6
36.2
00
High School Degree 
or Less .145 42.6 134.. 45.9 279 44.1
TOTAL 340 100.0
(53.8)
292 100.0
(46.2)
632 99,9
(100.0)
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female portion, and was exposed to more formal education. How­
ever, the socio-economic backgrounds■of the male and female, 
sectors of the population were relatively equal, with a slightly 
higher percentage of the male sector falling in the upper cate­
gories of the socio-economic hierarchy.
Analyzing the population as a whole rather than in terms 
of male-female differences, the data revealed that 82.4 per­
cent were under the age of twenty years old, while 17.6 percent 
were twenty years old or older. Thus, a large majority of the 
population were in the adolescent or post-adolescent phase of 
the life-cycle. In viewing the educational level of the pop­
ulation, 41.4 percent had achieved the college level while 58.6 
percent were high school students. The data focusing on the 
economic background of the population as a whole, revealed that 
over one-half of the population, 56.2 percent, came from house­
holds with an income of over $10,000 while the remaining 43.8 
percent came from households in which the income was under 
$10,000. In analyzing the parental educational background of 
the whole population, 55.8 percent of the population came from 
homes in which at least one parent had attended college or 
reached an educational level of the post-graduate or professional 
level, while a remaining 44.1 percent came from homes in which 
the highest educational achievement of either parent was a high 
school degree or less. When analyzing the occupational statuses 
of the respondents’ parents, the data revealed that 57.1 per­
cent of the population came from "while. collar" familial en-
20
vironments while 24.5 percent came from the upper echelon of 
the "blue collar” category, and 18.4 percent came from the 
less prestigious "blue collar” categories.
Thus, considering the population as an entity, the members 
were relatively distributed throughout the individual cate­
gories defining socio-economic status. Only in the categories 
indicating the ages of the respondents, and the educational 
attainment of the respondents were the percentage differences 
'the greatest.
CHAPTER III
POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION'AND POLITICAL EFFICACY
From a demographic description of the population, the dis­
cussion focused 011 an investigation of the central premise of 
the study. This hypothesis explored the effectiveness of the 
family as an agent of political socialization. This hypothesis 
contended that there would be a positive relationshix^ between 
the amount of political socialization that occurred in the home, 
and the development of political efficacy in the offspring.
The data in Table 6 indicated that there was a low but 
positive association between the variables of political social­
ization and political efficacy. Of those respondents who indi­
cated that a■"high" level of political socialization occurred 
in the home, 37.5 percent indicated that they had strong feel­
ings of political efficacy while 26.6 percent of those who in­
dicated that there was a "low" level of political socialization 
in the home made claims of possessing strong feelings of politi­
cal efficacy. Examining the other side of the political 
socialization-political efficacy spectrum, it was discovered 
that 23.7 percent of those who reported a "high" level of 
political socialization indicated that they felt a "low" "sense
21
T A B L E  6 ■
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION THAT OCCURS IN THE 
HOME AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF POLITICAL EFFICACY IN THE RESPONDENT
POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION
Political Efficacy ^ *
. N
G H
%
M E D 
' N
I U M L
N
O W
%
T 0 
N
T A L 
%
High 87 37.5 66 28.2 50 26.6 203 .31.0
Medium 9 0 38.8 105 44.9 65 34.6 260 39.8
Low 5 5 23.7 63 26.9 73 58.8 191 29.2
TOTAL 2 32 100.0 234 100.0 188 100.0 654 100.0
(35.5) (35.8) (28.7) (ioo. o;
Percents by column =16.567 Df=4 Gamma = .180
level of sig. = greater than .01 less than .001
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of political efficacy.
Thus the data obtained from this population substantiated 
to some degree the hypothesis that the family may have con­
tributed to the development of politically efficacious feel­
ings through the provision of political communication in the 
home environment. These results also indicated that the home 
environment provided by the family was influential in the 
development of political attitudes, and that the role assumed 
by the parents as agents of political socialization contrib­
uted significantly to the political development of the off­
spring.
The data of Table 6 also tended to support the theory 
that the atmosphere of the home was a fertile area for the 
growth of the political individual. This further indicated 
that the political development of the offspring depended to 
a large degree on his external environment,. In addition to 
these possibilities, the data in Table 6 tended to suggest 
that the development of politically efficacious sentiments 
might correspond with the external stimuli provided in the 
home environment.
■^Campbell, The Voter , Decides, p. 187.
CHAPTER IV
SEX DIFFERENCES
Although the aforementioned research data showed that 
there is an association between the variables of political 
socialization and political efficacy* many questions remain 
unanswered and many avenues of inquiry unexplored. In an 
attempt to fully investigate the political efficacy, the 
following section analyzes the influence the variable described 
as sex may have on the perception of the amount of political 
socialization transmitted in the home, and the respondent's 
development of political efficacy.
Sex differences have been noted as having a substantial 
influence in the development of feelings of political efficacy 
and political participation. One major conclusion that may 
be drawn from the research that devotes attention to this 
phenomenon is that males as a group develop stronger feelings 
of political efficacy than females, and generally are more 
politically oriented. This difference among the sexes is 
apparently noticeable in all age groups, but begins to become
1-Fred Greenstein, Children and Politics, pp. 107-127 ; 
Robert Lane, Political Life (Glencoe, III.: The Free Press, 
1959) paperback edition, pp. 209-216; Lester Milbrath, Polit­
ical Participation (Chicago: Rand McNally and Co., 1965), 
pp. 53, 135; Easton and Dennis, "The Child’s Acquisition of 
Regime Norms: Political Efficacy," p. 191.
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more defined in the mature age groups.
In an attempt to examine this phenomenon, the present 
study explored the feelings of political efficacy developed 
by the male and female sectors of the research population.
The data of Table 7 indicated that the males had weaker 
feelings of political efficacy than the females. Of the male 
population, 28.7 percent fell in the "high" category of the- 
political efficacy index while 33.8 percent of the females 
fell into this category. An examination of the other end of 
the spectrum revealed that 34.4 percent of the males fell 
into the "low" category of the political efficacy index while 
a comparatively low 23.2 percent of the females fell into this 
category. When measuring the percentages of those who indi­
cated that they possessed moderate to strong feelings of po­
litical efficacy the data showed that 65.6 percent of the 
males had moderate to strong feelings of political efficacy 
while 76.8 percent of the female population expressed such 
feelings. Theoretically an explanation for the unexpected 
findings did not lie in the inherent nature of the population. 
The aforementioned data indicated that the males and females 
came from comparatively equal socio-economic backgrounds, with 
the males having a slight socio-economic advantage over the 
females. In addition to having an economic advantage, the 
males were older and exposed to more formal education than the 
females. All of which add support to the premise that the 
males should have had stronger feelings of political efficacy
T A B L E  7
SEX OF THE RESPONDENT AS RELATED TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF POLITICAL EFFICACY
Political Efficacy
X
M A L E  
N %
F E M A L E  
N %
T O T A L
N
High
Medium
Low
TOTAL
101 28.7
130 36.9
121 . 34.4
352 100.0
(53.8)
102 33.8
130 43.0
70 23.2
302 100.0
(46.2)
203
260
191
31.0
39.8
29.2
654 10 0.0
(100.0)
to
CT\
Percents by column X^=9.858 Df=2 level of sig.=.01 Gamma = -.170
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than the females, but this was found in this instance not to 
be the case.
In an examination of the data in Table 8, it was found 
that 38.6 percent of the males reported that they were exposed 
to a "high" level of political socialization while 31.8 percent 
of the females made such a claim. However, a higher percentage 
of the females indicated that they' were exposed to a medium 
level of political socialization. Of the female population,
41.1 percent claimed that they were exposed to a moderate 
level of political socialization while 31.3 percent of the 
males were exposed to moderate political socialization. Per­
haps the fact that a higher percentage of females than males 
was exposed to a moderate level of political socialization 
would explain to some degree the stronger feelings of political 
efficacy possessed by the females. However, this premise might 
have lost validity when the "high” and "medium" categories of 
Table 8 were collapsed. When the percentages of these two cate­
gories were combined, the data could then be interpreted to 
indicate that 69.9 percent of the male population was exposed 
to moderate to high levels of political socialization while 
72.9 percent of the females were exposed to such a level of 
political socialization.
The question arose then as to what degree the political 
socialization experienced in the familial environment affected 
the development of political efficacy in the male and female 
sectors of the population. The data in Table 5 demonstrated
TABLE 8
THE LEVEL OF POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION THAT OCCURS IN THE HOME AS 
RELATED TO THE SEX OF THE RESPONDENT
Political
Socialization M A 
N
S E 
L E
%
X
F E M 
N
A L E
%
T O
N
T A L 
%
High 136 38.6 96 31.8 232 35.5
Medium 110 31.3 124 41.1 234 35.8
Low 106 30.1 82 27.2 188 28.7
TOTAL 352 100.0 302 100.1 654 100.0
(53.8) (46.2) (100.0)
Percents by column X2=7.Q16 Df=2 level of sig.=.05 Gamma = 0.045
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that there was a slight but significant association between 
the variables of political socialization and political efficacy. 
When examining this phenomenon in relationship to its effect on 
the male and female sectors of the population, the data re­
vealed that for the female sector there was a moderate rela­
tionship between the variables of political socialization and 
political efficacy. However, there was a comparatively low 
association between these variables for the males. Of the female 
population, 43.8 percent of the female population indicated that 
they were exposed to a "high” level of political socialization 
and also possessed strong feelings of political efficacy while 
approximately one-third of the male population (33.1 percent) 
made such a claim. A comparatively low percentage of the fe­
male population (13.5 percent) indicated that they had weak 
feelings of political efficacy and were.at the same time ex­
posed to a "high” level of political socialization. Howrever, 
when this was applied to the male population, the data revealed 
that 30.9 percent of the males who indicated that they had weak 
.feelings of political efficacy also reported that they were ex­
posed to a ’’high11 level of political socialization.
One speculative conclusion that was drawn from the results 
of the data of Tables 7, 8, and 9 ? was that the political 
socialization that occurred in the home environment was a 
stronger source for the development of politically effica­
cious feelings for the females than the males. Perhaps the 
males did not rely as heavily as the females on the family
T A B L E  9
THE EFFECT OF POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION UPON THE DEVELOPMENT OF POLITICAL 
EFFICACY AS RELATED TO THE SEX OF THE RESPONDENT
P O L I T  I C A  L O C  I A L I Z A T I O N
Political M A L E
Efficacy HIGH MEDIUM LOW
N % N % N
TOTAL
N
HIGH 
N %
E M A 
MEDIUM 
N %
LOW 
N %
TOTAL
N
High 45 33.1 32 29.1 24 22.6 101 28.7 42 43.8 34 27.4 26 31.7 102 33.8
Medium 49 36.0. 47 42.7 34 32.1 130 36.9 41 42.7 58 46.8 31 37.8 130 . 43.0 o
LOW 42 30.9 31 28.2 45.3 121 34.4 .13 13.5 32 25.8 25 30.5 70 23.2
TOTAL 136 100.0 110 100.0 106 100.0 352 100.0 96 100.0 124 100.0 82 100.0 302 100.0
(38.6) (31.3) (30.1) (100.0) (31.8) (41.1) (27.2) (100.0)
Percents by column 
X2=9.361 
Df-4
Gamma = .165 
level of sig. = .10
Percents by column 
X2=11.447 
Df=4
Gamma = .209 
level of sig. = .05
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to transmit the necessary stimuli required to develop a "sense
2of political efficacy." This conclusion followed to some • 
extent the guidelines dictated by the traditional roles assumed 
by males and females. The females being more home oriented 
would depend upon political "messages" transmitted in the family 
while the males would tend to extend themselves beyond the pa­
rameter of the home environment and seek out other sources of 
political information. Thus the amount of political socializa­
tion that was transmitted in the familial environment was seen
3as not only developing a "sense of political efficacy," but 
also serving as an important source for the development of 
politically efficacious feelings.in females.
Another explanation as to why the female sector of the 
population may have had stronger feelings of political effi­
cacy than the male sector could have had its roots in the 
recent feminist movement. Among other changes in traditional 
feminine roles, the feminist or women’s liberation movement 
has introduced the political world as a viable and obtainable 
field of expression for women. Thus, one of the results of 
this movement may be the transference of politically effica­
cious feelings to the female population. However feasible these 
explanations may appear, they are purely speculative and further 
research must be conducted before their validity can be proven
■__________________.________________________;  J .
Campbell, The Voter Decides, p. 187.
3Ibid,
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or disproven.
In summary, then, the data revealed that the females had 
stronger feelings of political efficacy than the males, yet 
the males were exposed to a higher level of political social­
ization, When examining the variables of political socializa­
tion and political efficacy with relationship to sex, the data 
revealed that there was a stronger association between the 
variables of political socialization and political efficacy in 
the female group than in the male group. One possible explana­
tion may lie in the premise that the family is more effective 
in developing politically efficacious attitudes in the females 
than in the males, This would also suggest that the political 
communication that is transmitted in the home has more of an 
impression on the females than the males. These results may 
indicate that the family is a more potent agent of political 
socialization for the female group than for the male group.
CHAPTER V
AGE DIFFERENCES
The preceding discussion demonstrates that to some extent 
the females have a stronger "sense of political efficacy" than 
the males, and that the political socialization that occurs 
in the home may be a stronger source for the development of 
politically efficacious feelings in females than males.
The following discussion investigates the feelings of 
political efficacy possessed by the different age groups in 
the study, the level of political socialization to which the 
various age groups were exposed, and the effect that the po­
litical socialization had upon the development of politically 
efficacious attitudes within the different age groups.
An individual’s feeling of political efficacy was noted
2to increase with age. Research indicated that a "sense of 
political efficacy"^ was developed, and increased during 
childhood and adolescence,^ reached a-leveling-off period
^Campbell, The Voter Decides, p. 18 7.
2See Hess and Torney, The Development of Political Atti­
tudes in Children, p. 68. ~
3* Campbel1, The Voter Decides, p . 18 7.
^See Lane, Political Life, p. 151; Easton and Dennis,
"The Child’s Acquisition of Regime Norms," p. 31.
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during most of the adult years, and then declined in the latter
stages of adulthood.^ In reviewing the data of Angus Campbell,
Lane stated that:
. . . . the data on the relation between age 
and sense of political efficacy reveal almost 
no change from the beginning of voting age 
[twenty-one] to the beginning of later life 
[forty-four]. From then on, however the sense 
of political efficacy drops dramatically.6
However, in contrast to these findings, Milbrath reports that:
Age does not show a consistent relationship 
to a sense of political efficacy.'7
In an attempt to plot, the development of political efficacy 
during adolescence and early adulthood and to determine 
the influence of the family as an agent of political social­
ization during this period of the offspring’s life, the ques­
tionnaire elicited the ages of the respondents and correlated 
the association between this variable (age) with the variables 
of political efficacy and political socialization.
The data of Table 10 indicated that there was a substantial
8percentage difference between the "sense of political efficacy" 
possessed by the different age groups. The younger age groups 
had stronger feelings of political efficacy than the older age 
groups. Approximately one-third of the eighteen- and nineteen-
^Campbell, The Voter Decides, p. 19 3.
^Lane, Political Life, p. 151.
7Milbrath, Political Participation, p. 58.
8Campbell, The Voter Decides, p . 18 7.
TABLE 10
THE SENSE OF POLITICAL EFFICACY AS RELATED 
TO THE DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS
Political
Efficacy
A G E O F R E S P O N D E N T
2 0 or
N,
Over
%
18
N
- 19
%
.17 and
: n
Under
%
Total 
N %
High 28 24.3 83 32.0 92 32.9 203 31.
Medium 46 40.0 102 39.4. 112 40.0 260 39. i
Low 41 35.7 74 28.6 76 2 7.1; 191 29.
TOTAL 115 100.0 259 100.0 280 100.0 654 100.
C17.6) (39.6) (42.8) (100.
Percents by column X2= 4.137 Df=4 level of sig.= N .S. Gamma = -.090
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year-olds reported having a "high" "sense of political effi- 
cacy." This was also the case with the age group who indi­
cated that they were seventeen years old and under. However,
24.3 percent of the oldest age group, twenty years old or
over, indicated that they had a "high" "sense of political 
10efficacy." In an examination of the percentages of each 
age group that fell in the "medium" category of political 
efficacy, it was found that approximately 40 percent of each 
age group fell into this category. In an investigation of 
the "low" category of political efficacy, that data indicated 
that the older age groups progressively displayed a higher 
percentage of their ranks in this category. Thus, the data 
of Table 10 demonstrated to some extent that the younger age 
groups had stronger feelings of political efficacy than the 
older age groups.
Perhaps an explanation of this finding may lie in the 
premise that the younger age groups were exposed to a higher 
level of political socialization within the family unit than 
the older age groups. However, the data of Table 11 failed 
to support this premise. Of the oldest age groups, 37.4 per­
cent reported that they were exposed to a "high" level of 
familial political socialization, while 28.9 percent of the 
youngest age group reported that they were exposed to a "high"
^Ibid.
T A B L E  11
THE LEVEL OF POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION OF THE HOME- AS 
PERCEIVED BY THE DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS
A G E 0 F R E S.P O N D E N T
Political
Socialization
20 or
N
Over
%
18
N
- 19 17 and
V  N
Under Total 
N %
High 43 3.7.4 108 41.7 81 28 . 9 232 35.5
Medium 40 34.8 -89 34.4 105 37.5 234 35.8
Low 32 27.8 62 23.9 94 33.6 188 28.7
TOTAL 115 100.0 
(17.6)
259 100.0 280 
(39.6)
100.0
(42.8)
654 100.0 
(ioo.o;
Percents by column X^=11.123 Df=4 level of sig.=.05 Gamma = .140
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level of family political socialization. The highest percent­
age of any group that reported a "high" exposure to political 
socialization within the familial unit occurred among the 
eighteen- and nineteen-year-olds. Thus, the older age groups 
reported a lower overall "sense of political e f f i c a c y " y e t  
reported that they were exposed to a higher level of political 
socialization within the family unit.
Perhaps the data of Tables 10 and 11 suggested the possi­
bility that the family's influence on the offspring as a source 
of political socialization increasingly waned as the offspring 
matured. This premise was a well-worn theme in political so­
cialization as well as overall socialization research. Other
12 13influences such as occupational groups, mass media, educa­
tional,^ and religious groups^ were noted as increasingly 
becoming important sources of political socialization.
H Ibid.
l^Dawson and Prewitt, Political Socialization, pp, 186-187; 
Hall, Occupations and the Social Structure, pp. 370-385.
13Dawson and Prewitt, Political Socialization, pp. 194-200; 
V. Ol Key, Jr., Public Opinion and American Democracy (New 
York: Alfred A, Knopf, 1961), pp. 344-405; Lane, Political 
Life, pp. 275-294; Hirsch, Poverty and Politicization, pp. 
118-135.
14Dawson and Prewitt, Political Socialization, pp. 143- 
180; Key, Public Opinion and American Democracy, pp. 315-343; 
George Bereday and Bonnie B. Stretch, "Political Education in 
the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R.," Comparative Education Review,
Vol. 7, No. I (June, 1963), pp. 9-16; David Ziblatt, "High 
School Extracurricular Activities and Political Socialization," 
The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social 
Science, Vol. 361 (September, 1965), pp. 20-31; Edgar Litt,
"Civic Education, Community Norms, and Political Indoctrination," 
American Sociological Review, Vol. 28, No. I (Feb., 1963), 69-75.
15Daws on and Prewitt, Political Socialization, pp. 186-187.
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The data of Table 12 suggested that the youngest age group 
was perhaps more influenced by familial political socialization 
than the other two age groups. Of the seventeen-year-olds and 
under, 42 percent indicated that they were exposed to a "high" 
level of political socialization in the familial environment and 
also indicated that they had strong (high) feelings of politi­
cal efficacy. In investigating the same phenomenon in the 
other two age groups, the data revealed that 35.2 percent of 
the eighteen- and nineteen-year-olds and 34.9 percent of the 
twenty-year-olds and over, were able to make such claims.
Thus the data of Table 12 indicated that the political social­
ization that occurred in the family might have been a more 
potent influence in the development of political attitudes 
among the younger age groups. This result seemed to support 
similar findings investigating this phenomenon. Among the 
young age groups the family was considered to be an extremely 
important agent in the political socialization process.
Another explanation as to why the older respondents had 
weaker feelings of political efficacy might have laid in the 
premise that a mature individual would have a more "realistic" 
conception of the political world than a young politically 
naive and inexperienced individual. One of the most salient 
findings of political socialization research focusing on chil­
dren, adolescents, and young adults was that the child's ideal­
istic political beliefs became increasingly tempered with
40
T A B L E  1 2
THE EFFECT OF POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF POLITICAL 
EFFICACY OF THE RESPONDENT AS RELATED TO:THE DIFFERENT A.GE GROUPS
AGE OF THE RESPONDENT 
____________._______ Political Efficacy
Political
Socialization
. N
HIGH
%.
M
N.
EDIUM
% N
LOW
% N
TOTAL
%
percents by column
20 or Over
High 15 34.9 6 15.0 7 21.9 28 24.3 X2 = 17.106
Medium 20 46.5 20 50.0 6 18.8 46 40.0 Df = 4
Low 8 18.6 14 35.0 19 59.4 . 41 35.7 Gamma = .398
TOTAL 43 100.0
(37.4)
40 100.0 
(34.8)
32 100.1
(27.8)
115 100.0
(100.0)
level of sig.=.01
18 § 19 Years 
High
Old
38 35.2 27 30.3, 18 29.0 33 32.0 X2 = 1.862
Medium 39 36.1 39 43.8 24 38.7 102 39.4 Df = 4
Low 31 28.7 23 2-5.8 20 37.3 74 28.6 Gamma = .062
TOTAL 108 100.0 89 99.9 62 100.0 259 100.0 level of sig.=N.S
(41.7) (34.4) (23.9) (100.0)
17 Years Old § Under
High 34 42.0 33 31.4 25 26.6 92 32.9 X2 = 8.529
Medium 31 38.3 46 43.8 35 37.2 112 40.0 Df = 4
Low 16 19.8 26 24; 8 34 36.2 76 27.1 Gamma = .218
TOTAL 81 100.1 .105 100.0 94 100.0 280 100.0 level of sig
(28.9) (37.5) (33.6) (100.0)
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age.^ In commenting on the development of political efficacy
in the early years, Hess and Torney stated that
the basis for this emerging sense of efficacy 
is probably the implicit trust that children 
have in the benevolence of government. However, 
many types of influence are unfamiliar to the 
child. He knows little about the role of pres­
sure groups in legislation and formation of 
policy and has a very high opinion of the power 
of the individual citizen.1?
In a similar vein, Greenstein stated that
children are far more positive in their polit­
ical orientations than adults. Less than two 
percent of the children said that they would 
- not vote when they reached twenty-one.18
Thus this, premise may serve as an alternative explanation
19in an investigation of the "sense of political efficacy" 
possessed by the different age groups. However, this alterna­
tive was not investigated for this population, and thus must 
remain purely speculative on the basis of the results of pre­
vious research.
In summary then, the data of Tables 10, 11 and 12 indicated 
that the younger respondents had developed stronger feelings of
^^Easton and Dennis, Children in the Political System; Fred
I. Greenstein, "The Benevolent Leader: Children's Images of 
Political Authority," American Political Science Review, Vol. 
LIV, No. 4 (December, 1960), pp. 934-943; Hess and Torney, The 
Development of Political Attitudes in Children, pp. 2 3-92; 
Greenstein, Children and Politics, pp. 2 7-54.
17Hess and Torney, The Development of Political Attitudes 
in Children, p. 91.
18Greenstein, Children and Politics, p. 36.
1 9Campbell, The Voter Decides, p. 18 7.
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political efficacy than the older respondents even though the 
older respondents reported that they were exposed to a higher 
level of political socialization than the younger respondents. 
However, when examining the effect family political socializa­
tion had on the development of political efficacy in the dif­
ferent age groups the data indicated that the younger respon­
dents were more influenced by the family political socializa­
tion. These results suggested that the family was a more influ­
ential agent for the younger individuals than the older individ­
uals .
CHAPTER VI
EDUCATIONAL DIFFERENCES
1An individual’s ’’sense of political efficacy” and his
subsequent level of political efficacy is theoretically as-
2sumed to increase with his educational attainment. Those 
individuals'-in the advanced categories of the educational 
hierarchy are more likely to be exposed to more political 
information and have a better understanding of the govern- 
mental process than those individuals in the lower educa­
tional categories. Campbell stated that
education tends to widen the scope of one’s 
acquaintance with political facts, to in­
crease capacity to perceive the personal 
implications of political events, or to 
enlarge one’s confidence in his own ability 
to act effectively politically.4
Lane commented that
1Campbell, The Voter Decides, p. 18 7.
^See for instance, Key, Public Opinion and American Democ­
racy, pp. 326-331; Milbrath, Political Participation, p. 57; 
Campbell, The Voter Decides, p. 189; Easton and Dennis, ’’The 
Child’s Acquisition of Regime Norms: Political Efficacy,” p. 33.
^Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba, The Civic Culture 
(Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1963), 
p . 5 2.
4Angus Campbell, "The.Passive Citizen,” in Public Opinion. 
and Electoral Behavior, ed. by Edward C. Dreyer and Walter 
Rosenbaum (Belmont, California: Wadsworth Publishing Co., 1966), 
p. 187. '
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Groups with more education are more likely 
to feel effective than those with less ed­
ucation. 5
The following discussion attempts to examine the influence 
of the family as an agent of political socialization with rela­
tionship to the educational exposure of the respondents. Al­
though the school was not specifically tested as an agent of 
political socialization, it is an assumption of the study that 
the information elicited to determine the educational attain­
ment of the respondents is, in effect, an indirect speculative 
measurement of the influence of the school.
When analyzing the data of Table 13, the information ob­
tained supported to a limited extent the premise that politi­
cally efficacious feelings increased with relationship to 
education. In analyzing the percentages of each educational 
group that appeared in the "high” category, it was discovered 
that there was an increase in the percentage of the high school 
groups that fell into this category. However, there was a 
subsequent decrease in the percentage of the college population 
that fell into this category. Of the high school juniors, 31.0 
percent were in the'"high” slot of the political efficacy index 
while 35.6 percent of the high school seniors fell into this 
category. The situation was quite different with the college 
segment of the population, however. With' the college group 
there was a steady decline in the percentages of individuals
'’Lane, Political Life, p. 149.
TABLE 13
THE SENSE OF POLITICAL.EFFICACY AS, RELATED TO THE EDUCATIONAL
ATTAINMENT OF. THE RESPONDENT '
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF THE RESPONDENT
Political 
Ef'f icacy
College 
Juniors 
§ Seniors 
N %
College
Sophomores
N %
College
Freshmen:
M 9- is . "3
HiMh. 
School 
: Seniors 
N %
High 
School 
Juniors 
N % N
Fotal
%
High 12 22.6 14 28.0 52 32.3 63 ' 35.6 62 30.1 203 31.1
Medium 24 45.3 19 33.9 66 41.0 ,67 37.9 83 40.3 259 39.7
Low 17 32.1 23 41.1 43 26.7. 47 26.6 61 29.6 191 29.2
TOTAL 53 100.0 56 100.0 161 100.0 177 100.1 206 100.0 653 100.0
(8.1) (8.6) (24.7) (27.1), (31.5) (loo. o;
Percents by column X^=7.930 Df=8 level of sig.-N.S . Gamma = . 042
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who indicated that they had strong (high) feelings of political 
efficacy. Instead, a larger percentage of the college group 
increasingly indicated that they possessed moderate feelings 
of political efficacy.
Perhaps an explanation as to why the high school popula­
tion had stronger feelings of political efficacy than the 
college group may lie in speculation on the type of environment 
provided by the high school. The high school environment may 
provide for the individual a more closely-knit atmosphere than 
the college environment. Some of an individual's most impor­
tant peer group interaction occurs during the high school years.
Another explanation may lie in an analysis of the ’’politiciza-
6tion” effect of high school organizations. Research indicates 
that extracurricular activity in the high school contributes to 
the development of the necessary skills required for successful 
political interaction."7 If this, be the case and if it is as­
sumed that extracurricular activity is more accessible at the 
high school level than at the college level, then the combina­
tion of these two factors may provide an explanation as to why 
feelings of political efficacy reached an apex during the senior 
year in high school.
6Langton and Karns, ’’The Relative Influence of the Family, 
Peer Group, and School in the Development of Political Effi­
cacy,” p. 814.
7See David Ziblatt, "High School Extracurricular Activi­
ties and Political Socialization,” pp. 20-31.
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Thus the data of Table 13 suggested that to a limited, 
extent, the school influenced the development of an individ-
o
ual!s ’’sense of political efficacy." This seemed to be 
particularly true during the high school years. However, the 
data strongly indicated that'although the school may contribute 
to the development of political efficacy, its influence even­
tually declined. This was demonstrated by the fact that the 
"high" feelings of political efficacy had increased,during the 
high school years, but declined during the college years.
" In a speculative comparison of the school and the family 
as agents of political socialization, the data of Tables 14 and 
15 indicated that the family consistently functioned as a strong 
source of political information. Table 14 revealed that a 
higher percentage of those individuals in the advanced cate­
gories of the educational hierarchy increasingly reported that 
they were exposed to a "high" level of political socialization 
within the familial environment. In addition to this finding 
the data of Table 15 demonstrated that a relatively high per­
centage of each educational group reported a close association 
between the amount of political socialization transmitted in 
the home and their subsequent development, of politically effi­
cacious attitudes. This was particularly true for the high 
school juniors who indicated that they were exposed to a "high"
level of family political socialization.
^Campbell, The Voter Decides, p. 18 7.
TABLE 14
Political
Socialization
High
Medium
Low
TOTAL
THE POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION OF THE HOME AS- PERCEIVED BY 
. RESPONDENTS FROM THE DIFFERENT EDUCATIONAL LEVELS '
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF THE RESPONDENT
College m i l C n i i e ^  ■ Hi2H: Hi&hJuniors m  ®Et, 1 5  School School Total§ Seniors Sophomores Freshmen seniors Juniors
■ N % N % N N ' N % N
22 41*5 24 42.9 68 42.2 62 ; 35.0 56 27.2 232 35.5
17 32.1 14 25.0 57 35.4 69 39.0 76 36.9 233 35.7
14 26.4 18 32.1 36 22.4 46 26.0 74. 35.9 188 28.8
53 . 100.0 56 100..0 161 100.0 177 100.0 206 100.0 653 100.0
(8.1) (8.6) (24.7). (27.1) (31,5) (100.0)
-p-'.
00
Percents by column X^ = 16 .838 Df=8 level of sig.=.05 Gamma = .153
TABLE 15
THE EFFECT OF POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF POLITICAL 
EFFICACY AS'RELATED TO THE EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF THE RESPONDENT
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF THE RESPONDENT
Political
Socialization Political Efficacy
HIGH MEDIUM LOW TOTAL percents by column
N' %_ N % N 0,'Q N. %
College JuniorsSeniors
High 8 36.4 2 11,8 2 14.3 12 22.6 X2 = 8.806
Medium 10 ■ 45.5 10 58.8 4 28,6 24 45.3 Df = 4
Low 4 18.2 5 24.4 8 37.1 17 32.1 Gamma = .471
TOTAL 22 .17 14 53 level of sig.=.10
(41.5) (32.1) (26,4)
College Sophomores - ,  ..
High 7 29.2 i 4 28.6 3 16.7 . .14 25.0 X2 = 1.637
Medium 7; 29.2 4 28.6 8 44.4 19 33.9 Df = 4
Low . 10 41.7 6 42.9 7 38.9 . 23 41.1 Gamma = .055
TOTAL 24 14 18 56 level of sig.=N.S.
(42.9) (25.0) (32.1)
College Freshmen
High 27 39.7 14. 24.6 11 30.6 52 32.3 X2 = 9.233
Medium 27 39.7 29 50.9 10 27.8 66 41.0 Df = 4
Low 14 20.6 14 24.6 15 41.7 43 26.7 Gamma = .218
TOTAL 68 57 36 161 level of sig.=.10
(42.2) (35.4) (22.4)
High School Seniors
High 21 33.9 24 34.8 18 39.1 63 35.6 X2 = 4.720
Medium 28 45.2 27 39.1 12 26.1 67 37.9 Df = 4
Low 13 21.0 18 26c 1 16 34.8 47 26.6 Gamma = .049
TOTAL 62 (35.0) 69 (39,0) 46 (26.0) 177
level of sig.-N.S.
High School Juniors
High . 24 42.9 22 28.9 16 21.6 62 30.1 X2 =8.034
Medium 18 32.1 34 44.7 31 41.9 83 40.3 Df = 4
Low 14 25.0 20 26.3 27 36.5 61 29.6 Gamma = .227
TOTAL 56 76 74 206 level of sig.=N.S.
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Thus the data of Tables 13, 14 and 15 suggest that the 
family, rather than the school, functioned as the predominant 
agent of political socialization in the development, of politi­
cal efficacy. This assumption was based on the premise that 
although the high school population - indicated that .they had 
stronger feelings of political efficacy than the college group, 
both groups indicated a substantial relationship between the 
level of political socialization transmitted in the home and 
their subsequent development of politically efficacious feel­
ings." Furthermore, the political socialization transmitted by 
the family was shown to increase with .the.educational attain­
ment of the respondent.
CHAPTER VII
SOCIO-ECONOMIC INFLUENCES
The following discussion examines the role of the family 
as an agent under various socio-economic circumstances. It 
was hypothesized in the study that a positive relationship 
existed between the socio-economic7status of the family and 
the effectiveness of the family as an agent of political 
socTalization.
.The.discussion focuses upon the influence the socio- 
economic variables of parental income, occupational status, 
and parental educational attainment may have had on the amount 
of the political, socialization that occurred in the home, the 
possession of politically efficacious feelings in the off­
spring, and the effectiveness of family political socialization 
in the development of political efficacy in the offspring.
Income Differences
One of the more salient indicators of an individual's
position on the socio-economic hierarchy was income. This
socio-economic condition functioned as a highly important
influence in almost every aspect of political phenomena.
1Researchers analyzing voting behavior, and political
■̂ See for instance Robert Alford, ,lThe Role of Social 
Class in American Voting Behavior,” in Political Opinion
SI
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2ideological orientations paid particular attention to the fact
that variations occurred between different income groups. In
analyzing the role played by the variable income upon family
political socialization and the occurrence of politically
efficacious attitudes, it was speculated that a household’s
income level influenced the amount of political socialization
that was generated in the home environment. Also, the members
of different income groups differed in the development of
3politically efficacious sentiments.
In investigating the results of Table 16, it was dis­
covered. that between the two income levels examined, the lower 
income group reported stronger feelings Of political efficacy 
than the higher income group. However, the difference was so 
slight (less than 1 percent) that the results, at most, sug­
gested a possible difference rather than an actual trend.
and Electoral Behavior, edited by Edward C. Dreyer and Walter 
Rosenbaum (Belmont, California: Wadsworth Publishing Company, 
1966), pp. 111-122;, Heinz Eulau, "Perceptions of Class and 
Party in Voting Behavior: 1952," in Political Behavior: A 
Reader in Theory and Research, edited by Heinz Eulau, Samuel 
J. Elversveld, and Morris Janowitz (Glencoe, Illinois: The 
Free Press, 1956), pp. 286-298.
2Richard Centers, The Psychology of Social Classes (Prince­
ton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1949), pp. 55-73, 
105-140; Hyman, Political Socialization, pp. 25-29; Seymour 
Lipset, Democracy and Working Class Authoritarianism," American 
Sociological Review, Vol. XXIV, No. 4 (August, 1959), pp. 482- 
501.
3Campbell, The Voter Decides, p. 189; William H. Form and 
Joan Huber, "Income, Race and the Ideology of Political Effi­
cacy," The Journal of Politics, Vol. XXXIII (1971), pp. 659- 
688 . :
TABLE 16
THE SENSE OF POLITICAL EFFICACY OF THE:RESPONDENTS AS RELATED TO
INCOME OF THE;HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD
High
Medium
Low
TOTAL
INCOME OF THE HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD
Political Efficacy $10,000 or more
N %.
97
125
30.4
39.2
97 30.4
319 100.0
(56.2)
Less Than $ 10 s 000
■ : N . %
78
102
69
31.3
41.0
27.7
249 10 .0.0
(43.8)
TOTAL
N
175 
2 27 
166
568
30.8
40.0
29.2
100.0
(100.0)
Percents by column X2=0.497 D£=2 level of sig.=N.S. Gamma = -.038
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Speculation based on the premise that the group with 
stronger feelings of political efficacy would be that group 
which was exposed to a higher level of familial political 
socialization, and the results of Table 16, contended that 
the upper income group was exposed to a lower level of familial 
political socialization than the lower income group. However, 
an examination of Table 17 indicated that this was not the case. 
The data demonstrated that a much larger percentage of the 
upper income group than the louver income group reported that 
a "high" level of political socialization occurred in the home 
environment. Thus, the results of Tables 16 and 17 suggested 
that members of the lower income group had a stronger "sense 
of political efficacy,”  ̂yet were exposed to a lower level of 
familial political socialization.
Perhaps an explanation of these results lies in an exami­
nation of the relative effectiveness of family political 
socialization upon the development of politically efficacious 
dispositions within the two income groups. Table 18 displayed 
the association between the variables of political socializa­
tion and political efficacy with relationship to income. The 
data indicated that there was a stronger association between 
these two variables in the low income group than the high in­
come group. Of those individuals in the low income category, 
42.6 percent who reported that there was a "high” level of
^Campbell, The Voter Decides, p. 18 7.
ABLE 17
THE POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION THAT OCCURS IN THE HOME AS RELATED TO 
THE INCOME OF THE HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD
Political 
Socialization
INCOME OF THE HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD
$10s000 or more
N %
Less Than $109000
' N %
TOTAL
N
High.
Medium
Low
135 42 „ 3
108 33.9
76 23.8
68 27.3
88 35.3
93 3 7.3
203
196
169
35.7
34.5
29.8
C/1
cn
TOTAL 319 100.0
(56.2)
249 99.9
' (43.8)
568 100.0
(100.0)
Percents by column X^ = 17 . 503 Df = 2 level of sig.=.001 Gamma = .28 5
TABLE 18
THE EFFECT OF THE POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION THAT OCCURS IN THE HOME ON THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF POLITICAL EFFICACY IN THE RESPONDENT AS RELATED TO THE
INCOME OF THE HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD
I N C O M E  O F  T H E '  H E A D  O F  T H E  H O U S E H O L D
Political
Efficacy
$10s000 or More 
P O L I T I C A L  S O C I A L I Z A T I O N
HIGH
N
MEDIUM 
N %
LOW 
N .%
TOTAL 
N %
Less Than $10,000 
P O L I T I C A L  S O C I A L I Z A T I O N  
HIGH MEDIUM LOW TOTAL
N N N % N
High 44 32,6 32 29.6 21 27.6 97 30.4 29 42.6 25 28.4 24 25. 78 31,3
Medium 58 43.0 43 39.8 24 31.6 125 39.2 24 35.3 42 47.7 36 38.7 102 41.0
CnCTv
Low 33 24.4 33 30.6 31 40.8 97 30.4 15 22.1 21 23.9 33 35.5 69 27.7
TOTAL 135 100.0 108 100.0 76 100.0 319 100.0 68 100.0
(42.3) (33.9) (23.8) (100.0) (27.3);
100.0 93 100.0 249 100.0
(35.3) (37.3) (99.9)
Percents by column 
X2=6;324 
Df=4
Gamma = .143 
level of sig.=N.S.
Percents by column 
X2=8.839 
■ Df=4
Gamma = .212 
level of; sig . = . 10
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political socialization in the home also indicated that they 
had "high” feelings of political efficacy. However, only 32.6 
percent of those individuals in the high income group were able 
to make a similar claim. Thus the data suggested that familial 
political socialization may be a stronger source for the devel­
opment of politically efficacious dispositions for the lower 
income groups than the higher income groups. This suggested 
the possibility that the family was a more dominant agent of 
political socialization among the lower income groups than 
the upper income groups. Perhaps for those individuals in 
the upper income groups the family as an agent in the polit-i- - 
cal socialization process has lost ground to other institu­
tions which may assume the role of agents.
In summary then, Tables 16 and 17 indicated that although
the respondents in the lower income group had stronger feel­
ings of political efficacy than the respondents in the upper 
income group, these individuals (lower income group) were ex­
posed to a lower amount of family political socialization than 
the individuals in the upper income category.
However, when examining the relative effect of the role
family political socialization may have in the development of 
political efficacy, the data, indicated that the home environ­
ment was a more salient source for the development of politi­
cal efficacy for the lower income groups than the higher in­
come groups. These results indicated that perhaps a family 
was a more effective agent of political socialization in the
58
lower income groups than in the higher income groups.
Occupational Differences'
The variable of occupational status has been identified
as an extremely influential factor with relationship to adult
5political behavior. Parental occupational status has also
been noted to influence the socialization environment of the
6 7home, the political environment of the home, and the overall
"Hall, Occupations and Social Class, pp. 370-385; Key, 
Public Opinion and American Democracy, p. 303; Milbrath, Po­
litical Participation, pp. 124-128; Lane, Political Life, pp. 
331-334; William Erbe, '"Social Involvement and Political - 
Activity," American Sociological Review, Vol. XXIX, No. 2 
(April, 1964), pp. 198-215; Campbell, The Voter Decides, p.
189; Eulau, "Perceptions of Class and Party in Voting Be­
havior: 19 5 2."
6Donald McKinley, Social Class and Family Life (New York: 
The Free Press, 1964); Urie Bronfenbrenner, "Socialization and 
Social Class Through Time and Space," in Readings on Social 
Stratification, ed. by Melvin Tumin (Englewood Cliffs, New 
Jersey: Prentice Hall, Inc.,1970), pp. 204-226; Albert H.
Cohn and Harold M. Hodges, "Characteristics of the Lower-Blue- 
Collar-Class," Social Problems, Vol. X, No. 4 (Spring, 1963), 
pp. 303-334; Jonathan II. Turner, "Entrepreneurial Environments 
and the Emergence of Achievement Motivation," Sociometry, Vol. 
XXXIII, No. 2 (June, 1970), pp. 147-165; Melvin Kohn, "Social 
Class, Occupation, and Parental Values: A Cross National Study,” 
American Sociological Review, Vol. XXXI, No. 4 (August, 1966), 
pp. 284-294.
7The variable of occupational status is noted to influence 
the political activity and the political involvement of an in­
dividual.. Because of this, it is the understanding of the 
author that the occupation of the head of the household would 
also determine the type of political environment existing in 
the house. Also, the occupational status of the head of the 
household may contribute to the occurrence of authoritarian 
sentiments being transmitted in the home environment. For 
examples of how political behavior is affected by occupation 
and the association of authoritarian attitudes with parental 
occupational status see, Seymour Lipset, "Democracy and Working
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development of political values and orientations within the 
offspring.
Thus, in speculating on the possible consequences parental 
occupational experience may have upon the political atmosphere 
of the family it was suspected that the amount of political 
socialization that was transmitted in the home and the develop­
ment of politically efficacious feelings within the offspring 
corresponded to the occupational status of the head of the 
household. These speculations were based on the premise that 
parents from the higher occupational statuses were more fer­
tile sources of political information than parents from the 
lower occupational statuses.
In an examination of the data in Table 19 it was dis­
covered that except in the occupational category at the ex­
treme end of the occupational hierarchy, the "'semi-skilled 
and unskilled," the respondents reported relatively similar 
feelings of political efficacy. However, when 'examining the 
individuals who possessed "moderate" feelings of political 
efficacy it was discovered that the highest percentage of 
these came from households in which the occupational status 
of the parent was identified as "clerks and kindred workers."
If one considered this group to be more representative of the
Class Authoritarianism," American Sociological Review, pp. 48 2- 
501; Hyman, Political Socialization, pp. 28-36; Centers, The 
Psychology of Social Classes, pp. 55- 73; Erbe, "Special Invo1ve- 
rnent and Political Activity," pp. 198-215; Lane, Political Life, 
pp. 3 31-334; Hall, Occupations and Social Class, pp.- 370-385.
T A B L E  1 9
THE SENSE OF POLITICAL EFFICACY OF THE RESPONDENT AS RELATED TO THE OCCUPATION OF
THE HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD-
OCCUPATION OF THE HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD
■       r . ____________________
Political Managerial 1 Clerks §./•.' Skilled' Semi-Skilled
Efficacy Profes-. Proprietors Kindred Workers § and
sional Officials Workers V  Foremen Unskilled TOTAL
N % N % N % N % ■N % N %
High 34 30.1 41 34.2 28 30 i 1 42 30.0 25 23.8 170 29.8 w
Medium 41 36.3 46 38.3 44 47; 3. 56 40.0 41 39.0 228 39.9
Low 38 33.6 33 . 27.5 21 22.6 42 30.0 39 37.1 173 30.3
TOTAL 113 100.0 120 100.0 93 100 liS 140 100.0 105 99.9 571 100.0
(19.8) (21.0) (16.3) ■ (24.5) (18.4) (100.0)
'cents by column X2 = 7.964 Df-8 level of sig.==N.S. ; Gamma = .054
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middle class than the other groups, then the reason as to their 
relatively strong, showing in the moderate category of political 
efficacy may he explained through Lane’s theory which contends 
that both the upper and lower classes theoretically delegate
8the burden of political participation to the middle classes.
When investigating the amount of political socialization 
transmitted in the home environment of the various occupational 
groups, it was discovered that there was a sharp difference 
among the individual categories. Over 50 percent of these 
individuals who reported that the head of the household enjoyed 
a ’’professional” or a ’’managerial, proprietor, or official” 
occupational status, also reported that they were exposed to 
a ’’high” level of political socialization in the home environ­
ment. These figures were in sharp contrast to the figures re­
ported by individuals who indicated that the occupation of the 
head of the household fell into one of the categories labeled 
’’clerks and kindred workers,” ’’skilled workers and foremen,” 
and ’’semi-skilled and unskilled.” In each of these groups, 
well under one-third of the offspring reported that they were 
exposed to a ’’high” level of political, socialization.
Thus the results of Tables 19 and 20 indicated that al­
though there was a relative consistency of ”high” feelings of 
political efficacy among the respondents from the different 
parental occupational categories, there was a sharp contrast
^Lane, Political Life, p. 229.
TABLE 2 0
Political
Efficacy
THE POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION OF THE HOME AS RELATED TO THE OCCUPATION
OF THE HEAD OF THE:HOUSEHOLDr • .
OCCUPATION OF THE.HEAD OF. THE HOUSEHOLD.
Profes­
sional
N %
Managerial
Proprietors
Officials
Clerks § 
Kindred. 
Workers
N N
Skilled 
Workers § 
Foremen
N %
Semi-Skilled
and
Unskilled TOTAL
N N
High 59 52.2 70 58.3 26 28.0 31 .'22.1 20 19.0 206 36.1 IN)
Medium 33 29.2 25 20.8 34 36.6 71 50.7 39 37.1 202 35.4
Low 21 18.6 25 20.8 33 35.Sr: 38 27.1 46 43.8 163 100.0
TOTAL- 113 100.0 120 99.9 93 100.If 140 99.9 105 99.9 571 100.0
(19.8) (21.0)
Percents by column = 76.799 Df =8
(16.3). (24.5)
level of sig. = .001
(18.4) (100.0)
Gamma = .324
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in the amount of political socialization transmitted in the 
home environments. These results may lead the reader to be­
lieve that the political socialization that is transmitted in 
the home of the lower occupational statuses, notably the 
’’clerks and kindred workers,” ’’skilled workers and foremen,” 
and the ’’semi-skilled and unskilled,” is more or equally ef­
fective in the development of politically efficacious .feelings 
within the offspring, than the political socialization trans­
mitted by those parents in the occupational statuses identified 
as ’’professional," and ’’managerial, proprietors, officials.” 
This may seem highly possible when considering that the results 
of.Tables 19 and 20 indicated that although feelings of politi­
cal efficacy were relatively equal among the respondents from 
different occupational categories, the amount of political 
socialization that was reported to exist in the home clearly 
indicated that the two higher, occupational categories provided 
the more politicized home environments. However, when examin­
ing the results of Table 21, it was discovered that this was 
not the case. The data in Table 21 indicated that the associa­
tion between the level of political socialization transmitted 
in the home and the degree of political efficacy developed 
within the offspring was relatively the same throughout the 
occupational categories,
Some of the more notable exceptions occurred among the 
groups labeled "skilled workers and foremen” and "clerks and 
kindred workers.” In examining the results of the relationship
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T A B L E  21
THE EFFECT OF POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION IN THE HOME ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF POLITICAL 
EFFICACY AS RELATED TO THE OCCUPATION OF THE HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD
OCCUPATION OF THE HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD
Political
Socialization Political Efficacy
HIGH MEDIUM LOW TOTAL percents by column
N % N % N N %
Professional
High 21 35.6 10 30.3 3 14.3 34 30.1 X2 = 4.491
. . Medium 22 37.3 11 33.3 8 38.1- 41 36.3 Df = 4
Low 16 27.1 12 36.4 10 47.6 . -38 33.6 Gamma = .259
TOTAL V' £ &-59 100.0 33 100.0 . 21 100.0 113 100.0 level of sig
(52.2) (29.2) (18.6)
Managerial, Proprietors, Officials
High . •'25 - 35.7 5 f 20.0 11 44.0' 41 34.2 X2 = 9.004
Medium 30 42.9 12 48.0 4 16.0 46 38.3 Df = 4
Low 15 21.4 8 32.0 10 40.0 33 27.5 Gamma = .132
TOTAL 70 100.0 25 100.0 25 100.0 120 100.0 level of sig
(58.3) (20.8) (20.8)
Clerks; Kindred;
High 9 34.6 10 29.4 9 27.3 28 X2 = 3.626
Medium 13 50.0 18 52.9 13 39.4 44 Df = 4
Low 4 15.4 6 17.6 11 33.3 21 Gamma = .191
TOTAL 26 100.0 34 99.9 33 100.0 93 level of sig,
(28.0) (36.6) (35.5)(100. 1)
Skilled Workers; Foremen
High 14 45.2 18 25.4 10 26.3 42 30.0 X2 = 6.371
Medium 10 32.3 33 46,5 .13 34.2 56 40.0 Df = 4
Low 7 22.6 20 28.2 15 39.5 42 30.0 Gamma = .220
TOTAL 31 100.1 71 100,1 38 100,0 140 100.0 level of sig,
(22.1) (SO.7) (27.1) (99.9)
Semi-Skilled; Unskilled
High 6 30.0 12 30.8 7 15.2 25 23.8 X2 = 4.425
Medium 7 35.0 16 41.0 18 39.1 41 39.0 Df = 4
Low 7 35.0 11 28.2 21 45.7 ■39 37.1 Gamma = .230
TOTAL 20 100.0 39 100.0 46 100.0 105 99.9 level of sigi
(19.0) (37.1) (43.8) (99.9)
=  .10
=N.S.
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between the variables of political socialization and political 
efficacy that occurred among the respondents from the group 
designated as ’’skilled workers and foremen,’1 it was discovered 
that 45.2 percent of those individuals who indicated that there 
was a ’’.high” level of political socialization in the home' also 
indicated that they had strong (high) feelings of political 
efficacy. This was the highest percentage associated with 
these two variables among any of the-other occupational groups. 
Thus, in households in which the head 'was employed in a skilled 
occupation or was in some way responsible for the work of 
several, employees, the amount of political socialization that 
occurred affected, to a reasonable extent, the development of 
political efficacy. However, this phenomenon may be more 
attributable to the influence the occupational situation of 
the parent may have on the home environment, than the influence 
of political socialization on the development of political 
efficacy. In an investigation of occupational roles and their 
influence in the home environment, Jonathan Turner notes that 
there is an association between the development of achievement
motivation in the maturing offspring and the amount of . .
9entrepreneurial role behavior" assumed by the father in his 
occupation. This phenomenon was also noted as transgressing 
social class lines, thus indicating that the crucial determi­
nant in the development of achievement motivation in the off-
9Turner, "Entrepreneurial Environments and the Emergence 
of Achievement Motivation," p. 14 7,
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spring may be the amount of "entrepreneurial role behavior, 
performed by the head of the household rather than the socio­
economic status of the head of the household’s occupation.
Although the occupations labeled as being "professional" 
and "managerial, proprietors, officials" may be considered as
occupations that offer a wide scope in which ". . . entrepre-
11neurial role behavior" may take place, perhaps this quality
of the occupation is not as strongly expressed by the parent
in the upper-class home as it is in the lower-class homes.
Thus, although an occupation which provides for " . . .  entre-
12preneurial role behavior" may be noted as contributing to 
the development of high achievement in the maturing offspring 
regardless of social class, this phenomenon may be exception­
ally prevalent among the lower occupational classes where 
parental occupational role behavior may be a salient factor 
in everyday family life.
Another relationship that appeared to be somewhat differ­
ent from the overall trend, was the relationship that occurred 
between the level of political socialization that was trans­
mitted in homes where the head of the household was assigned 
the occupational status of "clerks and kindred workers," and
10Ibid.
n ibid.
13the "sense of political efficacy" possessed by the offspring. 
In this occupational category the data revealed that 50 percent 
of the respondents reported that they were exposed to a "high" 
level of political socialization and that they possessed mod­
erate feelings of political efficacy. Also, 52.9 percent of 
the respondents in the "medium" political socialization cate­
gory reported that they possessed a "medium" level of political 
efficacy. Thus, it .appears that for this group of respondents 
a medium to high level of political socialization transmitted 
in the home had a substantial influence on the development of 
political efficacy.
In summary, then the data of Tables 19, 20, and 21 supporte 
the general conclusions that the occupation of the head of the 
household may be seen as a strong determinant in the amount of 
political socialization transmitted in the home, but parental 
occupational status has a questionable effect on the develop­
ment of politically efficacious attitudes.
Parental Educational Differences
The literature investigating the relationship'between 
political efficacy and educational attainment generally pointed 
to the fact that those individuals who were the most politically 
active were those individuals who had achieved moderate to high 
levels of education. ̂  This phenomenon appeared to hold true
'^Campbell, The Voter Decides, p. 187,
l^MiIbrath, Political Participation. pp. 122-124; Robert 
E. Agger and Vincent Ostrom, "Political Participation in a
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for most types of political activity- Thus political activity 
and education were two variables that showed a consistently 
strong relationship.
It was hypothesized in this study that socio-economic 
influences would affect the functioning of the family as an 
agent of political socialization. In investigating one aspect 
of socio-economic status, parental education, the data revealed 
that there was a firm relationship between the level of formal 
education attained by the head of the household and the amount 
of political socialization transmitted in the home. Of the 
respondents who indicated that at least one parent attained 
an educational level, of "post-graduate or professional," 54.8 
percent were considered to be exposed to a "high" level of 
familial political socialization, while 42.8 percent of those 
1 respondents who indicated that at least one parent had an ed­
ucational background that consisted of some college education 
or completed college were considered to be exposed to a high 
level of political socialization. On the other end of the 
educational spectrum, of those individuals who reported that
Small Community," in Political Behavior: A Reader in Theory and 
Research, ed. by Heinz Eulau, Samuel J. Eldersveld, and Morris 
Janowitz (Glencoe, Illinois; The Free Press, 1956), pp. 138- 
148; Robert R. Alford and Harry M. Scoble, "Sources of Local 
Political Involvement," The American Political Science Review, 
Vol. LXIX, No. 4 (December, 1968), p. 1195; Charles Wright and 
Herbert Hyman, "Voluntary Association Memberships of American 
Adults: Evidence From National Sample Surveys," American 
Sociological Review, Vol. XXHI, No. 3 (June, 1958), pp. 284- 
294; Key, Public Opinion and American Democracy, pp. 32-4-331.
TABLE 22
THE POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION OF THE HOME.AS RELATED TO THE EDUCATIONAL 
ATTAINMENT OF THE PARENT- WITH THE MOST -FORMAL EDUCATION
HIGHEST EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF THE PARENT WITH THE MOST FORMAL EDUCATION
Political
Socialization
Post-Grad. Some College 
or or
Professional College Degree
N N
High School 
Degree 
or Less_
N %
TOTAL
N
High 68 54.8 98 42. 8 61 21.9 227 35.9 cr\UD
Medium 34 27.4 72 31.4 117 • 41.9 223 35.3
Low 22 17.7 59 25. 101 36.2 182 28.8
TOTAL 124 99.9
(19.6) 
2 =
229 100.0,
(36.2)
279 100.0
(44.1)
Percents by column - 48.652 Df = 4 Gamma = .348
632 100.0
(99.9) 
level of sig.=.001
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the highest educational level attained by either parent was 
that of a high school diploma or less, 21.9 percent reported 
that they were exposed to a high level of familial political 
socialization. In an examination of those respondents who 
reported that they were exposed to a "low" level of political 
socialization, 17.7 percent were from homes in which at least 
one parent received a post-graduate or professional education, 
25.8 percent were from homes in which one parent received a 
college degree or attended college, and.36.2 percent were from 
homes in which the parents were exposed to a low level of ed­
ucation. In whichever way that the data was analyzed, the 
results indicated that parental educational attainment and a 
"politicized” family environment were two variables that 
demonstrated a consistent positive relationship. Thus in a 
family environment in which the parents were highly educated, 
one could expect that the offspring would be exposed to a sub­
stantial amount of political socialization while the opposite 
situation could' be expected to exist, in a family environment 
in which the parents attained a low level of formal education.
It was also speculated that those individuals from the 
more highly educated households would also have stronger feel­
ings of political efficacy than those individuals from the 
less educated households. However, in an examination of 
Table 23, the data revealed that this was not the case. Ap­
proximately 30 percent of the respondents from each category 
reported that they had strong (high) feelings of political
T A B L E  23
THE SENSE OF POLITICAL EFFICACY OF THE RESPONDENT AS RELATED TO THE HIGHEST 
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF THE PARENT WITH THE MOST FORMAL EDUCATION
Political
Socialization
HIGHEST EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF THE PARENT WITH THE MOST FORMAL EDUCATION
Post-Grad.
of
Professional 
N %
Some College 
or
College Degree 
N %
High School 
Degree 
or Less
• N %
TOTAL 
N %
High 38 30.6 73 31.9 85 30. 5 196 31.0
Medium 45 36.3 92 40.2 115 ' .41.2 252 39.9
Low 41 33.1 64 27.9 79 28.3 184 29 .1
TOTAL 124 100. 0 229 100.0 279 100. 0 632 100.0
(19.ei (36.2) (44.1) (100.0)
Percents by column X2 = 1.4S1 Df = 4 level of sig. = N.S. Gamma = -.0
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efficacy. In addition to this finding, the data revealed that 
the percentage of those individuals who felt moderate (medium) 
feelings of political efficacy increased as the formal educa­
tion of the parent decreased. Also, when further investigat­
ing the association between political socialization and politi­
cal efficacy, the data revealed that the association between 
these variables was fairly consistent throughout each educa­
tional category. Thus Tables 22, 23 and 24 indicated that al­
though there was a higher level of political socialization 
transmitted in the homes in which the parents were well educated, 
this political socialization had little influence on the devel­
opment of politically efficacious feelings in the offspring.
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TABLE 24
THE EFFECT OF POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION ON THE DEVELOPMENT'OF 
POLITICAL EFFICACY OF THE RESPONDENT AS RELATED TO THE 
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF THE PARENT -WITH 
THE MOST FORMAL EDUCATION
HIGHEST EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF THE PARENT WITH. THE MOST FORMAL EDUCATION
____________ Political Efficacy________________
Political
Socialization
HIGH ‘ MEDIUM LOW TOTAL percents by column
N : . %. . N $ . ..... N - % N %
Post Graduate or Professional
High 26 38.2 8 23.5 4 18.2 38 30.6 X2 = 5.200
Medium 24 35.3 13 38.2 8 36.4 45 36.3 Df = 4
Low 18 26.5 13 38.2 10 45.5 41 33.1 Gamma = .288
TOTAL 68 100.0
(54.8)
34 99.9
(27.4)
22 100.1
(17.7)
124 100.0
(99.9)
level of sig
Some College or College Degree
High 35 35.7 18 25.0 20 33.9 73 31.9 X2 = 11.217
Medium 42 42.9 35 48.6 15 25.4 92 40.1 Df - 4
Low 21 21.4 19 26.4 24 40.7 64 27.9 Gamma = .157
TOTAL 98 100.0 72 100.0 59 100.0 229 100.0 level of sig
(42.8) (31.4) (25.8) (100.0)
High School Degree or Less
High 23 37.7 36 30.8 26 25.7 85 30.5 X2 = 5.356
Medium 24 39.3 52 44.4 39 38.6 115 41.2 Df = 4
Low 14 23.0 29 24.8 36 35.6 79 28.3 Gamma = .172
TOTAL 61 100.0
(21.9)
117 100.0
(41.9)
101 99.9
(36.2)
279 100.0
(100.0)
level of sig
CHAPTER VIII
SOURCES OF POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION
The political socialization that occurs in the family 
may assume a variety of forms. These variant forms of polit­
ical socialization may result in conveying different aspects 
of the political.process to the offspring. Therefore, some 
type’s of family political socialization may be more effective 
than others for the development of political efficacy.
In an attempt to investigate the possibility that differ­
ent types of parental political activity may influence the 
development of the offspring’s feelings.of political efficacy, 
and to assess the potency of the different types of political 
socialization, the following section analyzes the association 
between five types of family political socialization and the 
respondents' development of political efficacy.
Table 25 displays the relationship that existed between 
family political discussion in the home environment, and the 
offspring’s development of politically efficacious feelings. 
These results indicated that 32.7 percent of those respondents 
who "agreed” that their parents regularly engaged in political 
discussion also indicated that they had strong (high) feelings 
of political efficacy. This result was compared to the 26.6 
percent of those individuals who indicated that they had strong
T A B L E  2 5
THE EFFECT OF/PARENTAL DISCUSSION OF POLITICS IN THE HOME IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF POLITICAL EFFICACY IN THE RESPONDENT
MY PARENTS HAVE OFTEN DISCUSSED POLITICS AT HOME IN MY PRESENCE
Political
Efficacy AGREE DISAGREE TOTA.LN I N % N
High 156 32.7 47 26.6 203 ’ 31.0
Medium 195 40.9 65 36.7 260 39.8
Low 126 26.4 65 36.7 191 29.2
TOTAL 477 100.0 177 100.0 654 100.0
(73.0) (27.0) (100.0)
Percents by column = 6.832 Df = 2 Gamma = .172 level of sig. = .05
Ln
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(high) feelings of political efficacy yet "disagreed" to the 
statement that their parents engaged in much political dis­
cussion in the home. The results of Table 25 added addi­
tional support to the premise that family political socializa­
tion had an influence on the development of political effi­
cacy. Also, these results could identify the informal, 
conversational form of family political socialization as an 
important source of political learning. In this type of 
family political socialization, the political communication 
that existed between parent and child occurred in an "infor­
mal" and "highly personalized"'*' manner. *
Another type of family political socialization that 
occurred in the home was that type which was a reult of the 
news media. This type of political socialization assumed a 
more impersonal and detached form than family discussion of 
political issues. However impersonal the news media may be 
regarded, it was recognized as an important source of polit­
ical information. Table 26 displays the indirect influence 
the news media had on the development of politically effi­
cacious feelings in the respondents. This occurred through 
the respondents7 recognition of the amount of "political 
stimuli" transmitted through the news media to which their 
parents were exposed.
Thus the news media was not analyzed directly as an agent
1Dawson and Prewitt, Political Socialization, p. 100.
TABLE 26
THE EFFECT OF PARENTS SEEKING POLITICAL INFORMATION, POLITICAL EVENTS AND 
POLITICAL ISSUES, IN THE NEWS MEDIA AS RELATED TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF POLITICAL EFFICACY'IN THE.RESPONDENT
MY.PARENTS REGULARLY SEEK INFORMATION ABOUT POLITICAL EVENTS § POLITICAL ISSUES IN THE
NEW MEDIA
Political
Efficacy AGREE
N
DISAGREE 
N : %
TOTAL
N
High
Medium
Low
TOTAL
135 31.2
179 41.3
119 27.5
433 100.0
(66.2)
68
81
72
221
30. 8
36.7
32.6
100.1
(33.8)
203
260
191
654
31.0
39.8
29. 2
100.0
(100.0)
Percents by column = 2.118 Df = 2 Gamma - .057 level of sig. = N.S.
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of political socialization for the offspring, but rather as a 
source or a rallying point for parental political socializa­
tion. An examination of the data of Table 26 revealed that 
approximately 31.2 percent of those who indicated that they 
had strong feelings of political efficacy ’’agreed" to the 
statement that their parents were regular seekers of the news 
media. However, an almost equal amount, 20.8 percent, of 
those who had strong feelings of political efficacy "dis­
agreed" to the suggestion that their parents regularly sought 
political issues in the news media. Thus, the observation 
of political exposure to political stimuli transmitted through 
the news media appeared to have little if any influence on the 
development of strong (high) feelings of political efficacy 
in the offspring.
When the data for the "medium" level of political effi­
cacy was examined it was revealed that 41.3 percent of the 
individuals who indicated that they had moderate feelings of 
political efficacy "agreed" to the suggestion that their 
parents were regular seekers of political news and issues in 
the news media while 36.7 percent of the moderates "disagreed." 
In examining the respondents who indicated that they had weak 
feelings of political efficacy, it was found that 27.5 percent 
"agreed" that their parents regularly sought political infor­
mation while 32.6 percent disagreed. These results supported 
the suggestion that perhaps the observation and awareness by 
the offspring that their parents were active seekers of politi-
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cal issues in the news media was a form of family political 
socialization that was more effective for developing moderate 
feelings of political efficacy, but fell short of developing 
the stronger feelings of political efficacy. Also, when these 
results were compared to those of Table 25, the possibility 
arose that perhaps the more intense forms of family political 
socialization were the most effective for inculcating within 
the offspring strong feelings of political efficacy.
From communicative and observational forms of family 
political socialization the analysis focused on "participant” 
forms of political socialization. For the purpose of the study, 
"participant" forms of family political socialization referred 
to the type of political activity that demanded some degree of 
political organizational activity on the part of the respon­
dents’ parents. Thus, the parents were engaged in political 
activity that might have required that time be spent out of 
the home, but required, at least, that the parents were part 
of an organized political or civic group. Speculatively, this 
type of family political socialization could function as an 
extremely strong source for the development of politically 
efficacious feelings. Not only did this offer an opportunity 
for discussion of political affairs in the home environment
but it also provided the maturing individual with social 
2"models” that had strong feelings of political efficacy.
2Neal E „ Miller and John Dollard, Social' Learning and 
Initiation (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1941),
p . 11.
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3Perhaps through the ’’social learning’-’ methods o£ ’’copying”
4and assimulation of the behavior of ’’significant others,” 
offspring who came from politically active families would 
also have strong feelings-of political efficacy. The oppo­
site would also hold true for those individuals who came from 
families in which there was little display of this type of 
political activity.
The data of Tables 27 and 28 substantiated this premise.
The data of Table 27 revealed that 37.1 percent of those who 
indicated that their parents were active members of community 
organizations also had strong feelings of political efficacy, 
while a comparative 27.7 percent of those who indicated that 
their parents were not active in community organization had 
strong feelings of political efficacy,
Thus in this instance, active participation in community 
organizations by the parents did have an effect upon the 
politically efficacious feelings of the offspring.
When examining the data of Table 2 8 the results fell in 
generally the same vein. A larger percentage of those respon­
dents who had strong feelings of political efficacy ’’agreed” 
rather than ’’disagreed” to the statement that their parents were
^Ibid., p. 92.
4Tamotsu Shibutani, "Reference Groups as Perspectives,” 
Symbolic Interaction: A Reader in Social Psychology, edited 
by Jerome G. Manis and Bernard N. Meltzer (Boston: Ailyn and 
Bacon, Inc., 1970), p. 168,
T A B L E  27
Political
Efficacy
High
Medium
Low
TOTAL
Percents
THE EFFECT OF'PARENTS COMMUNITY ACTIVITY ON THE . DEVELOPMENT 
OF POLITICAL.EFFICACY IN THE RESPONDENT
MY PARENTS ARE ACTIVE MEMBERS OF COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
(service clubs, women’s clubs, etc.)
AGREE. DISAGREE TOTAL
N % N % N %
86 37.1 115 '27.7 201 31.0
90 38.8 169 40.7 . 259 40.0
56 24.1 131 31.6 187 29.0
232 100.0 415 1.00.0-. 647. 100.0
(35.8) (64.1) (99.9)
y column X2 = 7.174 Df = 2 Gamma = .178 level of sig. = N.S
T A B L E  2 8
THE EFFECT OF PARENTS PARTY ACTIVITY .ON THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF POLITICAL EFFICACY IN THE RESPONDENT
MY PARENTS WORK ACTIVELY IN THEIR POLITICAL PARTY DURING ELECTION CAMPAIGNS
Political
Efficacy
AGREE
N
DISAGREE 
N %
TOTAL
N
High
Medium
38 37.3
42 41.2
165 29.9
218 39.5
203 31.0
260 39.7
co
to
Low 22 21.6 169 30.6 191 29.2
TOTAL 102 100.1
(15.6)
552 100.0
(84.4)
654 99.9
(100.0)
Percents by column X^ = 3.978 Df = 2 Gamma = .174 level of sig. = N.S
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active Workers in their political party. Thus active partici­
pation in political party activity was a potent aspect of family 
political socialization with relationship to the development of 
politically efficacious feelings in the offspring.
In summary then, the data indicated that the variant forms 
of family political socialization resulted in developing differ­
ent degrees of political efficacy in the offspring. The most 
significant types of family political socialization appeared 
to be family discussion of political issues and events in the 
home environment and parental participation in political or 
civic organizational activities. One type of political social­
ization that did not have a very profound influence on the 
development of political efficacy in the offspring was parental 
concern with political issues and events in the news media. 
However, the information derived from the news media may be the 
source for political discussion in the home, and perhaps more 
outstanding expressions of parental political activity. There­
fore, even though the data of this study failed to identify this 
type of family political socialization as strongly influencing 
the development of political efficacy in the offspring, it must 
be considered as being important.
One explanation as to why discussion of political events 
and parental organizational activity are influenced in the 
development of political efficacy rests in the premise that 
these forms of political behavior are essentially ’’active” in 
nature. The agent of political socialization (family) is
84
actively participating in and initiating the civic communica­
tion that is being related to the offspring. On the other 
hand family political socialization that involves the agent 
(family) acting as a recipient of "political stimuli" being 
transmitted from another agent (news media) may imply that the 
family is assuming a "passive" role, and thus would not func­
tion as a very potent agent. Thus, whether the family performs 
an "active" function in the political socialization process or 
a "passive" function, may be a factor that determines its 
potential as an agent in the development of political effi­
cacy, and as an agent of political socialization.
CHAPTER IX
CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATONS
Throughout the study, the data indicated that there was 
an association between the variables of political socializa­
tion and political efficacy. The level of political efficacy 
possessed by the offspring was demonstrated to be related to 
the amount of political socialization that was transmitted in 
the home environment. Although this basic association between 
these two variables was demonstrated to be valid (Table 6), 
the data also indicated that this association was subject to 
change when analyzed in relation to the demographic variables 
employed in the study.
With respect to sex (Table 9), the relationship between 
the level of political socialization transmitted in the home 
and the development of feelings of political efficacy appeared 
to be stronger for the females than the males. These results 
may have indicated that the family may be a more effective 
agent in the development of political efficacy for the female 
group than the male group.
When analyzing the influence family political socializa­
tion may have had in the development of political efficacy 
among the different age groups (Table 12), the data suggested
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that the younger age group, more than any other age group, 
was influenced by the occurrence of family political social­
ization. One speculative conclusion that may be drawn from 
these results, was that the younger groups depended strongly 
on the family as an agent of political socialization. Thus 
the family and the political socialization it provided were 
important forces in the development of political attitudes 
in the younger offspring.
Among the different educational categories (Table 15) , 
the less advanced (and therefore younger) group seemed to be 
influenced more by family political socialization than the 
more advanced educational groups. Perhaps these results 
indicated that the family functioned more effectively as an 
agent of political socialization for the less advanced educa­
tional categories.
Thus to a limited extent, the results of the relationship 
among the variables of sex, age, and educational attainment 
supported Hypothesis 1 which stated that there existed a posi­
tive association between the sense of political efficacy de­
veloped within the individual and the level of political 
socialization to which the individual was exposed in the family. 
The data relating to Hypothesis 1 indicated that there was a 
relationship between the political efficacy developed in the 
offspring and the level of political socialization to which 
the individual was exposed. This relationship was particularly 
true for females, for the younger individuals of the population,
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and for these individuals in the early stages of the educational 
hierarchy. The hypothesis failed to receive adequate support 
when analyzed with respect to the male sector of the popula­
tion, the older sector of the population, and the more educa­
tionally advanced sector of the population.
Hypothesis 2 of the study contends that there existed a 
positive relationship between the socio-economic status of the 
family, and the effectiveness of the family as an agent of 
political Socialization.
When examining the relationship between political social­
ization and political efficacy within the parameters of the 
annual income of the head of the household (Table 18), the data 
indicated that the family political socialization that occurred 
in the home environment of the lower income group was a stronger 
source for the development of politically efficacious feelings 
than the socialization that occurred in the higher income home 
environments. These results may suggest that the families in 
the lower ranks of the socio-economic hierarchy functioned, more 
so than the upper income families, as a significant agent for 
the development of political attitudes. Thus those individuals 
politically socialized in these family environments may turn to 
the family more than any other source for the transmission of 
political information, and may also depend on the family for 
the inheritance of political values and political beliefs thus 
perhaps making the lower income families a bulwark for the 
transmission and the preservation of political values.
Another indicator of family socio-economic status was 
the occupation of the head of the household. The data analyz­
ing the influence generated by this socio-economic indicator 
upon the relationship of political socialization with politi­
cal efficacy (Table 21) suggested that there were slight varia­
tions among the different parental occupational categories.
The only notable exception occurred in the occupational groups 
identified as "skilled workers and foremen.". Thus although 
the income level of the household may be a moving force in 
determining the role played by the family as an agent in the 
development of political efficacy, the occupational status of 
the head of the household was, perhaps, not as significant an 
influence.
The final indicator used to determine the socio-economic 
status of the family was referred to as the "highest educational 
attainment of the parent with the most formal education." When 
examining the effect of the political socialization transmitted 
by the,various parental educational groups on the development of 
politically efficacious feelings in the offspring the results 
were fairly consistent throughout the parental educational cate­
gories (Table 24). These results may suggest that the factor of 
parental educational attainment had little influence on the re­
lationship between the variables of political socialization and 
political efficacy, or perhaps the reverse situation was true; 
that there was an equal amount of effectiveness in the political 
socialization transmitted in the home of the various occupational
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categories.
One conclusion that may be derived from the results of 
this data is that the factor of family income may be the most 
important force in.the socialization of political efficacy 
within the offspring. The data concerned with this phenomenon 
indicated that there was a stronger relationship between the 
variables of political socialization and political efficacy in 
the lower income group than in the higher income group. On 
the contrary, the relationship between the level of political 
socialization transmitted in the home and the development of 
political efficacy within the offspring seems to be relatively 
consistent throughout both the parental occupational categories 
and the parental educational categories.
The final hypothesis of the study stated that the family 
as an agent of political socialization proved to have a positive 
effect in developing within the individual a sense of political 
efficacy. In an overall sense the data obtained in the study 
appeared to substantiate this hypothesis. The political social­
ization function of the family was demonstrated to be an effec­
tive force contributing to the development of politically ef­
ficacious sentiments. This premise was shown to be particularly 
true for females, younger individuals, individuals in the lower 
ranks of the educational hierarchyand for individuals from the 
lower income group. For these groups the family was shown to 
function as an important agent of political socialization in 
at least the development of one political attitude, political
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efficacy. However, the results of the data were not as dramatic 
when examined for the male sector of the population, the older 
sector of the population, and the sector of the population which 
had attained a higher degree of education. Also, when analyzed 
separately the socio-economic distinctions of parental occupa­
tional status, and parental educational attainment show little
j
influence. In addition to these findings the data showed that 
although the amount of political socialization that occurred in 
the home increased with the socio-economic status of the family, 
the development of political efficacy within the offspring did 
not follow a similar pattern. Instead., the respondents from 
the various socio-economic groups indicated that they possessed 
relatively equal feelings of political efficacy, thus suggest­
ing that politically efficacious sentiments may also be the 
result of forces other than family political socialization.
In conclusion, the research data indicated that the family 
may be considered to function as an effective agent in the po­
litical socialization process. This was demonstrated through 
an analysis of the role the family played in the development 
of politically efficacious sentiments within the offspring 
through the occurrence of family political socialization or 
civic communication. However, this conclusion must be made 
with reservation, and with consideration of the limitations 
that are inherent in the nature of the research.
A P P E N D I X  I
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All answers to this survey are strictly confidential. Names are not required, and 
no one can be identified publicly. The information obtained from this questionnaire will 
be used for research purposes only.
The following is a list of statements with which you may agree or disagree. Please 
indicate your choice by checking one of the'six responses.
!) My parents have often discussed politics at home in my presence.
agree very strongly 
agree strongly 
agree
________disagree
disagree strongly 
disagree very strongly
2) The way people vote Is the main thing that decides how things are run in this country
agree very strongly 
agree strongly 
agree
 d i sag ree
disagree strongly 
 disagree very strongly
3) Whatever happens in the government will happen no matter what people do. itfs like
the weather, there is nothing people can do about it.
________agree very strongly
agree strongly 
agree
________disagree
disagree strongly 
disagree very strongly
h) if an unfair regulation arose in your home town, the average citizen would be able to 
do something about it.
agree very strongly
  agree strongly
________agree
________disagree
disagree strongly 
________disagree very strongly
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5) My parents regularly seek information about political events and political issues 
In the news media.
________agree very strongly
_______ agree strongly
________agree
di sagree
________disagree strongly
_______dl sagree very strongly
6) My parents seldom participate in political activities (attend political meetings, 
vote in elections, etc.).
agree very strongly 
agree strongly 
agree 
d 1 sagree
disagree strongly 
disagree very strongly
7) The average person has little voice in helping decide which laws are made for our 
country.
agree very strongly 
agree strongly 
agree 
di sagree
 _______disagree strongly
disagree very strongly
8) My parents are active members of community organizations (service clubs, women's 
clubs, etc.).
_______ agree very strongly
agree strongly
_______ agree
d i sagree
_______ disagree strongly
disagree very strongly
9) My parents work actively in their political party during election campaigns.
______agree very strongly
_______ agree strongly
agree
________disagree
_______ disagree strongly
________disagree very strongly
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10) If you were to attend the Constitutional Convention in Helena as an interested
observer, the delegates would listen to an opinion that you might have.
agree very strongly 
_______ agree strongly
agree
‘disagree
"disagree strongly 
"disagree very strongly
11) What Is your status in college? 12) Sex male
freshman female
sophomore
junior
senior
Date of birth
14) Describe adequately the occupation of the head of your household.
15) Please estimate the annual income of the head of your household.
 under $5,000
$5,000 to $10,000 
> 10,000 to $25,000 
"over $25,000
10) What is the highest educational level attained by the parent with the most formal 
education?
_______ no formal education
elementary grade school
high school
}iigh school diploma
college
college diploma
post graduate or professional
17) Have you ever taken this test before?
_______ yes
no
Thank you for your cooperation.
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